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Teacher – Mrs. Dianna Long
Email – dlong@cartersvilleschools.org

Course Description – This course is a scholarly exploration of the narrative traditions that have shaped our current world. As part of this exploration, students will read and analyze literary works from the Western canon, establishing connections between classical and contemporary forms of storytelling. Instruction will focus on the historical and cultural contexts that ground these literary works and will include a rigorous study of composition, grammar, and vocabulary. In this course, students will learn how to comprehend, analyze, and interpret literature by some of the most influential historical and contemporary writers of all time. Honors 10th grade Literature and Composition is a challenging course designed to foster higher-order thinking skills and to meet the needs of all students, including the gifted and high-achieving. Students’ written assignments will be generated from works studied and will focus on literary critique and analysis. The study of grammar and vocabulary is included throughout the course and is linked with students’ written assignments and vocabulary lessons.  

Learning Targets- 
· Students will grow as individuals equipped for lifelong, self-directed learning.
· Students will improve grammar and usage competencies for fluid writing and speech.
· Students will strengthen writing and vocabulary abilities for effective conveyance of ideas to others.
· Students will enhance reading comprehension skills and will understand the connections between literary texts.
· Students will refine listening, speaking, and viewing skills necessary for proficient interaction with others.

Course Materials – For this course, students are asked to obtain a notebook, a folder for storing loose handouts and materials, and appropriate writing utensils.  

Course Resources - Electronic and print resources will be utilized as texts for this course. All class-required resources, including texts, handouts, audio recordings, and supplemental electronic resources will be posted in the course Schoology profile. 

Extended Texts – Extended texts for this course include:
The Tempest by William Shakespeare
Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Animal Farm by George Orwell
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
Born a Crime by Trevor Noah			

These novels have been approved by the district and support the curriculum.  If you wish for your student to have an alternate assignment, please contact me at dlong@cartersvilleschools.org

Tests and Projects - Different modes of assessment are included in each unit to ensure that students are progressing toward mastery of the unit objectives. Modes of assessment include: tests, quizzes, presentations, essays, scored discussions, and other types of long-form writing. 

Manuscript Requirements - All work should be completed with care using MLA format and should reflect grade level insight. Illegible work and papers without the proper identification will receive a zero. All final draft essays should follow the standard MLA manuscript format for written composition. Major writing assignments should be typed. If a student does not have access to a computer, he/she may use the computers in the media center.  

English Department Assessment Policies - All Honors and AP-level CHS English teachers adopted the following policies on formative and summative assessments:

1. No assessment recovery; no assessment corrections for additional points; no extra credit assignments.
2. Students must complete all make-up work, both formative and summative, resulting from student absence within 5 days following the student's return to school.
3. For all formative and summative assignments not submitted by the deadline stated by the teacher, students have three school days to turn in work for late credit. Each day late results in a 
ten-point penalty. After three days, the student earns a zero.

Method of Evaluation - The semester grades are made up of a combination of Formative (40%) and Summative (60%) assessments. At the end of a semester course, the Final Course Average is calculated with 90% (semester grade) and the Final Exam, 10%.

Grade Reporting – Parents and students are encouraged to utilize Infinite Campus to monitor ongoing academic progress and attendance. If you have not obtained your personalized parent username and password for this tool, please contact the CHS front office staff at (770) 382-3200 for assistance. In addition to online reporting, consolidated progress reports are printed and sent home on a regular basis.

Focused Student Assistance – FAB tutorial sessions are offered to students throughout the semester. Detailed policies and procedures for FAB, along with a complete list of FAB dates for the 2024/2025 academic year, are sent home with students on the first day of school. Generally, FAB will be held on the last Wednesday of each month. 
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Classroom Policies and Procedures – Students will be informed of class rules and procedures during the first week of this course. Students are also expected to follow the system-wide Canes’ Code. 

Consequences of Behavioral Infractions – Failure to comply with the established class rules will result in the following consequences depending upon the severity and/or frequency of the infraction: teacher warning, counseling and/or detention; parent/coach/sponsor contact; and/or administrative referral. Teacher detention will be held as necessary on a weekly basis. Detention must be served within one-week of assignment to avoid administrative referral.

[bookmark: _Hlk79402568]Leaving the Classroom - Students are expected to remain in the classroom. In order to accommodate the occasional urgent needs, students will sign out and back in indicating times when leaving and returning. Students will also be required to take a pass with them.



Academic Integrity - Cheating is considered a serious matter. The parents of a student who has been involved in cheating will be notified and the student will receive a grade of zero for the test or quiz and possibly more serious consequences, as outlined in the CHS Student Handbook distributed to each student. For this course, cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

· Copying anyone’s answers to questions, exercises, study guides, classwork, or homework assignments.
· Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his or her own, i.e., plagiarism.
· Looking onto another student’s paper during a test or quiz.
· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.
· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
· Students using or displaying cell phones, electronic devices, or digital cameras during tests and/or quizzes will have these items confiscated and will be given a zero for that test or quiz.

AI Policy - Students are expected to generate their own work in this class. When as student submits any kind of work, they are claiming that they have generated and written it, unless they indicate otherwise by the use of quotation marks and proper identification of a source. Submitting content that has been generated by someone other than the student or was created or assisted by a computer application or tool, including artificial intelligence (AI tools such as Chat GPT) is cheating. Students may use simple word processing tools to update spelling and grammar in their assignments, but they may not use AI tools to draft, edit, revise, or paraphrase their work. There may be opportunities for students to use AI tools in this class. Where they exist, I will clearly specify when and in what capacity it is permissible for them to use these tools.


Sign below indicating you understand and accept the course requirements as outlined in the syllabus.


Parent Name________________________________________________________________________  

Parent Signature _____________________________________________________________________



Student Name_______________________________________________________________________

Student Signature____________________________________________________________________
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